STRUCTURE OF AN ESSAY: 
Graphic Organizers 
One way to look at how to structure a 5¶ is to visualize the essay; use the following example if IT will help you with your curriculum’s approach to writing.  There are certainly other ways to visually structure an essay, but this is simple and can be adapted to your curriculum-specific needs.

The thesis/position statement usually takes the form of
a closed statement that sets out the content of the essay. 
It also usually appears at the end of the intro paragraph in student

essays. 
Example Thesis/Position Statementh: 

Subject – Position – Reasons that support the position
“Scout Finch (subject) is not a racist character (position) in To Kill a 

Mockingbird because (3 reasons that will support this position).”


Each small arrow indicates transitioning from one paragraph
to the next.


Each body paragraph addresses a different reason.  It must include
support (examples and explanations) for one of the writer’s reasons 
as stated in the THESIS.  General rules regarding paragraphs apply  -

topic sentence, support, transition to the next paragraph.



On of the most important aspects of a body paragraph is that 
the writer MUST support their position with APPROPRIATE examples,
 AS WELL AS clearly explain the way in which those examples apply.
The conclusion (in a 5 ¶ essay) should transition from the specificity of
the body paragraphs back to a more general, broad conclusion.  NO
NEW INFORMATION is allowed to be presented in the conclusion, just

a generalized restatement  of the essay.  
Body Paragraph for Reason 2 – statement of reason and support examples (facts) that are explained clearly.








Intro Paragraph:


From General to Specific (thesis/position statement)





Body Paragraph for Reason 1 – statement of reason and support examples (facts) that are explained clearly.





Body Paragraph for Reason 3 – statement of reason and support examples (facts) that are explained clearly.








Conclusion: Transition from specific to general to conclude your essay.








