

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6

	Focus &
Understanding

the Task


	Does not take a 
clear position and may wander off the topic.
	One position is chosen, but is not held firm.
	A position is chosen and maintained.
	A position is maintained and the general topic is discussed.
	A position is clear and focuses more on the specific issue in question than on the general topic. 
	A position is clear and the implication of the specific issue (or context) is explained.

	Ideas & 
Support


	Repetition of the question or of one basic idea with no explanation.
	Repetition of 

simple ideas that are not clear or specific.
	More complex 
ideas are present.
	Some ideas have a specific reason, example, or detail explained.
	Most ideas have specifics, examples, or details.
	All ideas are backed by specifics, examples, or details.

	Opposing

Argument


	No opposing views are mentioned.
	No opposing view is explained.
	Explanation of the opposing view is brief or unclear.
	Explanation of the opposing view is well established.
	Begins to respond to counter arguments of the opposing view. 
	Fully responds to counter arguments, and explains their implications.

	Structure &
Organization


	No logical 
grouping of ideas.
	Some structure or logical grouping of ideas. Simple transitions.
	Weak intro and conclusion appear.  Ideas are logically grouped but not logically sequenced.
	Intro and conclusion are clearer.  Logical sequencing begins, including stronger transitions.
	Developed intro and conclusion.  Organization is clear but predictable.
	Strong intro and conclusion.  Idea organization purposefully helps the message.

	Grammatical

Errors


	Frequent, distracting, and may severely limit understanding.
	Somewhat distracting and may limit understanding.
	Might distract or confuse.
	Might distract but do not confuse.
	Few enough to rarely distract.
	None are noticed.

	Vocabulary &
Sentence Variety


	Simple and repetitive.  Errors may lead to confusion. 
	Simple and repetitive, but not unclear. 
	Better word choice and less repetition.
	Appropriate word choice and more sentence variety.
	Deliberate, precise word choices and sentence variety.
	Strong command of language.  Eloquent.  
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